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Dear Parent,
	As I’m sure you have already heard, our French Club recently received permission to take a long-anticipated trip to Quebec City this summer.  We will be traveling to Quebec by van shortly after the end of the school year, departing early on June 6th and returning on June 9th.  I will be chaperoning the trip along with Mr. Jewell who has generously volunteered to accompany us.  Because our students wanted to keep the price of the trip low in order to make it accessible to more people, this will be an authentic, low-budget trip.  We will be staying in a Hostelling International accredited youth hostel in the heart of Old Quebec.  We will be cooking some of our own meals (authentic Quebecois recipes), and we will be organizing our own trip rather than employing a travel agency.  (In case you are concerned about the hostel, I stayed there a few years ago and found it to be clean, safe, and very friendly.  Students will be staying in 4-6 bed dormitories with other students from our school.  Girls and boys will be housed in separate dormitories, and a night security guard will be on duty.).  
	I’m sure that by now you are probably wondering how much all of this is going to cost.  Because of all of our money saving measures, we are going to be able to offer this trip for only $293 (provided that all ten students follow through with the trip).  This includes three meals a day, transportation, cultural activities, and lodging.  I will not book the trip until all ten students have paid their initial deposit of $200.  I will need this money as soon as possible, but by February 23rd at the very latest.  This $200 covers the cost of the van rental and the hostel room.  I cannot book the rooms or the van without this deposit.  It is, therefore, nonrefundable.  The remainder of the trip cost will go towards food, museum entrance, and cultural events.  This can be paid closer to the date of the trip.  If your son/daughter has participated in French Club fundraisers (Talent Show, candy bar sales), he/she may apply these funds towards the trip.
	In the interest of saving paper, I am posting our itinerary on our French website (www.french.wilmington-web.net).  Just click on the “Quebec trip” link, and you will see our itinerary as well as other useful information.  I do not, however, want to forget to mention a few important details:  your son/daughter will need either a U.S. passport or a passport card to travel to Canada.  The paperwork for these documents can take up to three months, so please apply now!  Remember, your deposit is nonrefundable!  Applications are available at the Post Office.  Also, please check your health insurance policy to see whether or not your son/daughter will be covered in Canada.  If not, you might want to consider purchasing short-term health insurance.  It’s not very expensive, and it may be worth the peace of mind.  I’ve posted links to a few companies that I found online on the French website.  I’m sure that you have plenty of questions by now, so please, don’t hesitate to e-mail me (acker@wilmington.k12.pa.us) or call me (724-656-8866x1803).  Merci!                
Miss Acker
image1.jpeg




